
 
ICDL Calls on GCC Support for UNRWA Schools to Modernize 

Education  
ICDL support campaign –a project aimed at helping Palestinian students gain 

computer skills 

 
 

Dubai, UAE ( 14 April,2013) – ICDL GCC Foundation, an advocate for ICT skills, use and 

safety for-all called today on governments, corporate citizens and individuals in the GCC to 

contribute in support of quality education and further digital literacy in the schools of UNRWA 

(United Nations Relief and Works Agency) that accommodate Palestinian refugee children living 

in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank and Gaza Strip. UNRWA estimates that youth, aged 15 to 

30 years, represents 42% of the five million registered Palestinian refugees, who have been 

marginalised by decades of socio-political. Since 1949, the United Nations mandated agency has 

undertaken a number of projects that seek to train and develop the skills of the Palestinian youth 

in order to improve their social wellbeing and prepare them for employment 
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In a bid to support UNRWA’s education programmes ICDL GCC, together with one of its 

courseware providers Arab Scientific Publishing (ASP), has donated 5,300 ICDL courseware 

kits worth over US$200,000 (AED734,000), to be distributed to students in UNRWA schools in  

Lebanon. This is to be followed by a second donation for additional thousands of students in 

UNRWA schools in Jordan, Syria, West Bank and Gaza.  

 

“Education is at the heart of UNRWA’s commitment to help young refugees reach their full 

potential, train them to become productive members of society, and instil hope in them so they 

can overcome adversities“, said UNRWA Deputy Director in Lebanon, Roger Davies. 

“However, the UN schools for Palestine refugees are facing major challenges in securing 

financial support to employ computers in its teaching. The dire need for funding is not just 

limited to upgrading the physical infrastructure but also to improving teaching standards, so that 

teachers have deeper knowledge and awareness of the latest teaching methodologies“. 

 

On March 25, Davies recognised ICDL’s support and expressed his appreciation on behalf of 

UNRWA and its schools. In response, Jamil Ezzo, Director General of ICDL GCC Foundation 

stated “We are happy to support UNRWA from within our domain. We intend to continue our 

support and plans to reach out to other organizations and individuals from the Gulf region to play 

part in UNRWA’s educational campaign and other humanitarian projects. There are a number of 

options by which one can support and I am certain that every organization can find from within 

their means to assist. The UNRWA website shows an example of how $16 only can help feed an 

entire family.” 

 

In recent years, financial support to UNRWA has not kept up with the growing demand for 

services as a result of rising numbers and increasing need of registered Palestinian refugees in 

Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank and the Gaza Strip.  

 

Ends 

UNRWA (the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East) provides assistance, protection and advocacy for some 5 million registered Palestine 
refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and the occupied Palestinian territory, pending a solution 



to their plight. UNRWA is funded almost entirely by voluntary contributions from UN 
member states. 

 

UNRWA provides different options for donations at present. For Credit card and online donation 
you can visit http://www.unrwa.org/ 

Interested parties may get in touch with UNRWA fundraising team at (+972) 867 77728  and  
can also donate through UNRWA bank account: 

HSBC Bank 
UNRWA 
Account No. 002-057511-185 
Swift Code BBMEJOAX 
P.O. Box 925286 Amman- Jordan 

 

The International Computer Driving License (ICDL) concept is a global computer literacy 
initiative developed to raise the level of knowledge about Information Technology (IT) and 
increase the level of competence in using personal computers and common computer 
applications for all the citizens of the world. The ICDL GCC Foundation is the sole body to 
implement and disseminate the programmes across the GCC States and Iraq with the 
support of leading educational institutions and accredited bodies. The ICDL GCC 
Foundation mission is to enable proficient use of Information and Communications 
Technology that empowers individuals, organizations and society, through the 
development, promotion and delivery of quality certification programmes throughout the 
world. For dates, locations and further details on the Cyber-safety workshops, visit 
www.icdlgcc.org. 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Bahaa Fatairy 

PR Manager at Genesis ME Consulting 

Mobile: 00971553449341 

Email: Bahaa.fatairy@genesis-me.com 

Website: www.genesis-me.com 

	  
	  



	  


