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ICDL Arabia enters into strategic agreement with Egypt’s Arab 

Academy for Science and Technology and Maritime Transport  

 
Parties sign MoU on dissemination of latest digital skills under the umbrella of 

Arab League 

 

 
 

UAE, August 04, 2015 - Dr. Ismail Abdul Ghaffar, President of the Arab Academy for 

Science, Technology and Maritime Transport, received an honorary shield from Jamil Ezzo, 

Director General of ICDL Arabia during a ceremony held at the Academy’s headquarters in 

Alexandria, Egypt. The honorary shield is a token of appreciation from Dublin, Ireland–based 

ECDL Foundation for the Academy’s efforts in developing and deploying information and 

communication technology skills at the academic and professional levels both locally and 

regionally.  

A three-year Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was also signed during the ceremony by 

the two parties with the aim to consolidate efforts and capabilities to develop and impart digital 

skills in Egypt and the region. The signatories will also work together to disseminate basic and 
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advanced communications technology skills and information required by individuals in the 

current job market locally and regionally under the umbrella of the Arab League which is 

currently working on the ratification of the new ICDL certificate. 

The agreement includes the designation of the Arab Academy for Science, Technology and 

Maritime Transport as the centre of tests for the new ICDL certificate. The Academy will 

provide certificates to all students, academic staff and foreign academic projects according to 

the rules, conditions and standards of the international certificate. Obtaining the new ICDL 

certificate will be a requirement for the Academy’s graduating students who will earn credited 

hours on the certificate. The four courses of the Base Module are compulsory for all students 

along with any three elective courses from the Standard Module, depending on the student’s 

major. The parties will also cooperate in controlling testing sessions in Foundation-accredited 

centres in Alexandria through a joint team of field quality monitors from both sides. 

Dr. Ismail Abdul Ghaffar, President, Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime 

Transport said: “We are delighted to ally with the ICDL with the support of the Arab League. 

This step will help us realize our goals and existing plans for the development of information 

and communication technology (ICT) skills among students and those working in the fields of 

science and technology and maritime transport. It will enable learners to efficiently use the 

latest technological tools to achieve excellence in this field, providing the sector with effective 

and sophisticated competencies. Today, we draw on a long-term strategic partnership at the 

academic and professional levels in cooperation with a prestigious international institution that 

has 18 years of history in the field of ICT for individuals locally, regionally and 

internationally.” 

Since the Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime Transport has experience and 

employs best practices in the development of ICT curricula, the two sides have agreed on the 

development of specialized courses and the launch of the structure of the new and evolving 

content of the certificate. The Academy has a reputation for exceptional services to the region in 

the areas of competence and extended regional relations. It will start with the development of a 

special rapporteur using ICT in the field of specialty transport and marine science and 

technology and have it accredited internationally as a course under the ICDL certificate.  
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In addition, the two parties will cooperate on the development of content for training materials 

and testing of the certificate components to ensure that they are consistent with the standards and 

requirements of higher education curricula to facilitate the adoption certificate and training 

materials by other higher education institutions. The Foundation aims to secure grants from Gulf 

and European destinations to cover part of the costs to the Academy and its students and staff as 

well as support the development of joint curricula and private academies. 

Jamil Ezzo, Director General, ICDL Arabia, said: “The Arab Academy for Science, Technology 

and Maritime Transport has a prestigious status in the field of education locally, regionally and 

internationally. We are honoured to cooperate with it in implementing the new structure of 

international certificate which will be similar to that of Egyptian public universities for students 

and staff and academic projects. In addition to benefitting from the capabilities and expertise of 

the Academy, we will work together on the development of specialized certificates that are 

internationally accredited. This joint cooperation will benefit from the deployment of the 

beneficiaries in science and technology and maritime transport sector as we are looking forward 

to great results”.  

 

-Ends- 

 

The Arab Academy for Science, Technology & Maritime Transport:  The idea of the 

academic establishment as regional maritime transport institute took place in the meetings of the 

Committee on Transport of the Arab League on March 11, 1970, the issuance of the Arab 

League Council Resolution No. 2631/1970 in its fifty-third session to approve the establishment 

of a regional training centre on the shipping transport, and text of the resolution on the mandate 

of Egypt on behalf of the Arab countries request technical assistance from the United Nations 

organizations that are specialized in the field of maritime transport. At the end of 1971, the 

United Nations sent a joint committee of the organizations concerned to study the region's need 

for this project and recommended the establishment of a regional maritime training institute and 

to provide the necessary aid for it and the (UNDP)  approved on the appropriation of $ 3.2 

million while Arab countries contribute in providing 8.25 million Egyptian pounds over five 

years, moreover  the Committee also recommended after visiting several countries in the region 

to choose the city of Alexandria with ancient cultural status as the headquarters for this important 

project in terms of its geographical location who is mediating the Arab region and the abundance 

of qualified cadres. The establishment of the academy was signed from all members of the Arab 

States League in November 1974 and the organization was added as part of Arab states 

organizations.  
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About ICDL Arabia: 

ICDL Arabia is the regional body responsible for the delivery of the International Computer 

Driving Licence (ICDL) programme in the GCC States, Egypt and Iraq. The ICDL is the world’s 

leading digital skills certification programme with over 14 million registered students, over 2 

million of whom are registered in the region. 

Having over 2 million registered ICDL students, ICDL Arabia is the regional leader in the 

delivery of digital skills for the modern workplace. With 90 per cent of jobs requiring at least 

basic digital skills, ICDL Arabia provides individuals and employers with a pathway to digital 

proficiency to promote, support and sustain human and economic development across the region. 

 

 

 

 


